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EDITORIAL

By John Haughton (Chairman)

Marvin Gaye a North American singer/songwriter,
LISYy SR
6¢KS 902ft2380Q T2NIé &S
protest song about the damage done to the
environment. Twenty years after Marvin Gaye
gNRGS WaSNOE aSNOe& a$

Earth Summit was held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

(1992). There wagreat optimism then that we
were entering a new era of environmental
conservation. But this was not to be the case and
very little real progress has been made. In fact
arguably the situation is at a much more critical
stage now and we may be approachingadready
have reached a tipping point beyond which it
g2y Qi 0SS LkRaarofsS (2
effects of our actions and inactions. Due to the
lifestyles enjoyed in the developed world, to
whose standards the rest of the world generally
aspire, weare using fifty percent more natural
Resources than the earth can sustain.

Many factors militate against environmental
conservation getting the priority needed, the
preoccupation of politicians and media with the
economic collapse worldwide and the inktyi of
the political systems of developing agreed medium
and long term strategies because of the perceived
need to hold on to power resulting in short term
planning. As a consequence two very important
initiatives, The UN International Year of
Biodiverdly in 2010 and of Forests in 2011 have
not succeeded in getting any headlines.

World population is set to increase from six to nine
billion in a very short time span. This population
increase coupled with the trends whereby the
populations of undevelopedountries will adopt

similar lifestyles to the West, which is what the
free market and deegulated systems facilitate. It

has been estimated that the resulting scenario
would require the resources of as many as five
earths. There is increased desertificat. Ice caps

are melting at a much faster rate than before.

YR NBO2 mrﬁyMéKs

Global temperatures are rising to unacceptable
levels. Rainforests (the lungs of the world)
continue to be felled at alarming rates. The
destruction of the rainforests is of particular
concern toForest Friends Ireland. The rainforests
are the source of one in four natural medicines,

282/o£1f3all efgggr}\]%d more than half of all the
TRQE s L L Wo%R aF Y Yy

ralnforests due to legal and |Ilegal logging mean
that hundreds & species become extinct every
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identified. 'For the global South, and espeC|aIIy
Africa, environmental issues are not a luxury.
Arresting the world's warming and protecting and
restoring our natural systems are issuef life and
death for much of the world's populatién
Nobel Peace Laureate Wangari Maathai. (Kenya's
Business Daily, Dec. 14, 2007)
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still a long way to go. Ireland has the tenth biggest
ecological fotprint in the world, (World Wildlife
CdzyRO® LNBflIyRQaA
reasons, dwindled to about one percent. In spite of
KA a GKS 3I328SNYYSyldQa
plant mainly a monoculture of non native exotic
Sitka Spruce softwad, Ireland imports more
hardwoods per capita from rainforest areas than
any other EU country. Forest Friends hereby calls
on the Irish government to change its forestry
policy from monoculture plantation forestry to
one based on the biodiversity of our tnhze
hardwoods. We also call on Fingal County Council
not to destroy the Bayside, Sutton, urban
woodland of mature trees as evidenced by their
proposals to fell one hundred and thirty trees. We
call on Fingal also to preserve the Belcamp College
unique uban riparian woodland along the Mayne
River in North Dublin. We appeal also to Dublin
City Council who is the planning authority for a
large part of these woodlands to honour the UN
International Year of Forests by demonstrating
best practice in tree conseation exercising their
role as guardians of the environment. Citizens
cannot be expected to value trees if good example
is not shown by the local planning authorities. This
newsletter gives a good insight into how our Celtic
ancestors valued trees as esgial to their daily
lives, language and mythology recognising their
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role in climatic terms and utilising their curative
properties in their everyday lives.

The World Bank funds many environmentally
damaging projects for example the damming of
rivers whch flood and destroy vast areas of rich
biodiversity. Such is the case in Amazonia, the
g2NI RQa YIFIAY NIAYy¥F2NBai
Monetary Fund, (IMF), does not make its plans
subject to environmental audit when it comes to
the aid of cash strappedcenomies.

Due to the fact that world leaders and mainstream
media are preoccupied with economic issues, it is
essential that ecological environmental
organisations local and global play an ever
increasing role in educating the public so that they
can pevail on world and national leaders, to give
adequate responses. Forest Friends Ireland have
brought the main issues to the fore, using our
website, video productions and newsletters for
that purpose, and developing projects in schools
and communities.Forest Friends emphasises the
importance of trees, from the individual tree to
local and global forests. Trees are worth millions of
dollar/Euros/pounds because of the many
functions they fulfil, supplying oxygen, storing
carbon, slowing the speeds of wateun-off thus
preventing more severe flooding and assisting the
process of subterranean water retention,
removing pollutants from the air and toxic
materials from the soil, keeping the soil together
and preventing erosion.

In this special newsletter cabrating forests,

forest Friends is paying a special tribute to
Rabindranath Tagore who understood better than
most the importance of trees. We include his
LKSy2YSylt L2SYS aLy
Bandana) which he wrote in 1926. Forest Friends
are danning to facilitate the twinning Fairview,

Dublin, where our offices and tree nursery are
located, with the town Shantinekatan, Bengal,
India where Tagore established an annual festival
of trees. Tagore was a Nobel Prize winner for his
writing and a fried of one of our great Irish poets,

W. B. Yeats, who was awarded the same

Editorial (contd.)
distinction. Our leaders and the public need to
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environment, while supporting the traditioma
protectors of the natural environment, primal
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problems. Genetically engineered organisms are
touted as a panacea. Carbon storage as an
alternative to carbon reductio® is promoted.
Carbon trading can be seen as in effect a licence to
L2t fdziSe ¢KS !bQa LYyGSNH2@S
Climate Change has recently been widely criticised
for giving some credibility to controversial areas of
geo-engineering, such as adding linte acidifying
oceans, sucking carbon dioxide (CO2) and methane
out of the air, genetically modifying crops so that
they are lighter in colour and painting roofs and
SOSYy NRIR& o6KAGS (2 NBTFt SO
concern has been expressed by Friendstho
Earth International, the African Biodiversity
Network, the Global Forest Coalition and many
others to this trend. Forest Friends are equally
concerned. Furthermore, it has been reported in
the media that organisations with patents pending

on gecengireering technologies now have
representation on the UN climate change steering
committees. The UN must resist lobbyists so that
they do not exercise undue influence in
negotiations and restate the precautionary
principle enunciated at Rio in 1992. This dam
done at the Durban, South African climate change
conference in December 2011 and at RIO+20 in
2012.

| would like tothank all the contributors to this
newsletter and all volunteers, interns, committee

t NJ ndedltiers anél direchols Soi thedr .wollk i Kodest

Friends.

Forest Friends Ireland/Cairde na Coille 26/6/2011
55 Faiview Strand, Fairview, Dublin 3
www.forestfriends.ie
emait forest.friends@topmail.ie
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At first...

1 Two new campaigns for
Forest Friends

Forest Friends Ireland
environmental campaigns
continue.

Bayside Tree Conservation
Campaign

This campaign is focussed on the

conservation of 130 mature trees

in the suburban area of Bayside
in north Dublin.

Belcamp Riparian Woodland

This campaign is focussed on the
conservation of a unique city
riparian woodland along the
River Mayne on the northern

fringe of the Dublin metropolitan

area.

For more information on these
campaigns pleasemail John
Haughton
(jjhaughton@gmail.com)

See articles below for
more information

1 Bayside Trees Motion

proposed by Fingal councillor
Jan O'Callaghan for
consideration at theJuly
council meeting

Bayside Tree Conservation
Campaign

Letter From: Cian
O'Callaghan Fingal County
Councillor

I've submitted the following
motion for the July Council
meeting:

GeKIFG GKS YI
the use of ubber footpaths
around trees and the use of
hanging light standard
extensions as a cost
effective alternative to tree
removal and replacement
and report back to a future
/| 2dzy OAt YSS{,
086 286 6631
www.cianocallaghan.com
twitter.com/OCallaghanCiar,

1 Crossboarder Projefct

Woodland Projec{seeForest
Friendswebsitefor more
detaily

www.forestfriends.ie
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Letter from Michael Ewing on behalf die IENPIllar sentto Enda Kennyraoiseach:

Ireland urged to take the lead on poverty, climate change and sustainable development leading
to Rio+20, June 20, 2011

Michael Ewing

Coordinator

Environental Pillar of Social Partnership
Knockvicar

Boyle

Co Roscommon

Rep of Ireland

Tel: +353 71 9667373 Mob: +353 86 8672153
Email: michael@environmentalpillar.ie
Web: www. environentalopillar.iebo

Dear Taoiseach,

In June 2012 leaders from around the world will convene for the UN Conference on Sustainable
Devel opment i n Br gladetwentyddais onHrand the growntbdkingt 189R Rio

Earth Summitan event that marked a watershed in international collaboration on social and
environmental issues.

The Irish government has an international reputation for championing developmenfthigust a

year to go before Rio+20, there is a real opportunity and need for the UK to show similar leadership
on climate change and sustainable development, and for you, as Taoiseach, to publicly demonstrate
your commitment to ensuring a successful SumRio+20 takes place at a time of increasingly
urgent global challenges.

There exists massive inequality between rich and poor couitjiest 20% of the global population
consumes 80% of the worl dbés resour gdaespiteedolgmost 1
food being produced in the world, and we currently face the second food price crisis in three years.
Ecosystem degradation, climate change and increasing natural resource scarcity threaten the lives and
livelihoods of millions of poor pede around the world, as well as compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their needs. Such challenges also threaten to undermine the entire global
economy.

These multiple, interconnected issues demand an ambitious global response thatsagomsty,

climate change and sustainable development simultaneously. We need a green and just transition
achieving prosperity and resilience for all within the ecological limits of the planet. Developed
countries must lead the way by addressing unisizdite consumption and production patterns and
promoting internationaleco per ati on for a more equitable distr]
This transition requires a fundamental rethink of progressving beyond a narrow focus on GDP
growth bwards broader and more meaningful measures of productivity anteuag.

We ask the Irish government to demonstrate leadership towards Rio+20 by:
- Pledging that you, An Taoiseach, will attend Rio+20.
- Appointing an Ambassador or Envoy on Rio+20kémswith generating a coherent vision across

government, ensuring effective engagement with Irish civil society, and taking a leadership role in
dialogue with other countries. 7
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Letter to Taoiseach (contd.)
- Playing a leading role in the preparatory process for Rio+20.instanceby hosting a High Level
Policy Dialogue on a prominent issilesuch as green jobs and skills, low carbon development or
sustainable food systemahead of the next intersessional meeting in December.

Irish civil society is ready to play its own role iartributing to these endeavours. We look forward to
hearing your Governmento6és plans for comprehensi\
Rio+20 agenda between now and June 2012.

Environmental Pillar members: An Taisce Bat Conservation Ireland, BirdWatch Ireland. CELT- Centre
for Ecological Living and Training. Coast Watch Coomhola Salmon Trust Crann. ECO UNESCO
Feasta Forest Friends Friends of the Earth. Global Action Plan Ireland, Gluaiseacht Grian. Hedge
Laying Association of Ireland. Irish Doctors Environment Association. Irish Natural Forestry

Foundation. Irish Peatland Conservation Council Irish Seal Sanctuary. Irish Seed Saver Association

Irish Whale and Dolphin Group. Irish Wildlife Trust. The Organic Centre Sonairte. Sustainable Ireland

Cooperative. VOICE Zero Waste Alliance Ireland

The use of hemp
as analternative to wood
for making paper

www.forestfriends.ie
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UNEP organizes two consultations with major groups and stakeholders in
Bonn, Germany:

UNEP Global Consultation on Rio+20, September 1, 2011

UNEP Regional Consultation Meeting for Eurge, September 2, 2011

On September 1 and 2, 2011, UNEP will organize two consultations:

1. UNEP Gl obal consultation on Rio+20 on the
Stakeholders on Rio+20: the Role of Civil Society in Shaping the Sustabebétopment
Agenda for the 21st century! o, September 1,
2. UNEP Regional Consultation for Europe (RC
Special Session of the Governing Council / Global Ministerial Environment Forum on
September 2, 2011
Theseconsultations are held before the UN DPI Conference, Septerthe@(03.1 in Bonn
(see:http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/ngoconference/pid/16700
The consultatioswi | | contri bute to the preparations
Stakeholder Forum and the 12th Special Session of the Governing Council / Global
Ministerial Environment Forum to be held from-28 February 2012, as well as to the
Rio+20 Conference
All interested Major Groups and Stakeholders are invited to participate!
Registration will be open soon atww.unep.org/civilsociety
UNEP will be able to provide limited funding to seted Major Groups and Stakeholders.
UNEP contact persongse.demesa@unep.orgondwosen.asnake@unep.org
Jose de Mesa
Major Groups Stakeholders Branch
Division for Regional Cooperation (DRC)
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Block 1, Level 1, South Wing
Nairobi, Kenya
Tel. 00 (25420) 7623437
[From Europe or North America dial 39-0-831-243000 then dial 9 and Extension 3437
e-mail jose.demesa@unep.org
Website: www.unep.org
9

www.forestfriends.ie


http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/ngoconference/pid/16700
http://www.unep.org/civil-society
mailto:jose.deMesa@unep.org
mailto:wondwosen.asnake@unep.org
mailto:jose.demesa@unep.org
http://www.unep.org/

We plant trees, we protect biodiversity, we save the naforest

om [forest
Friemnds
ActIvities

www.forestfriends.ie

10



We plant trees, we protect biodiversity, we save the naforest

1) National Tree

week with Forest
Eriencls

by Fanny GaiffeSophia Sbaysi (interns) and
Rita Warde Forest Friendvolunteer)

We are working on the Year of foresReport
on the tree week, Forest Friends work.
Planting Trees for National Tree Weelg

From the 6th to 12th of March 2011, the
National Tree Weekobk place. During that
week Forest Friends planted trees Banta
Sabina Dominican College Sutton, Dublin 13,
Tuesday 8th of March 2011. This was to
celebrate Tree Week and the UN International
year of the Forests.

The pupils participated in this

event and John Haughton,
Forest Friends chairman,
explained the importance of the
forests and their conservation.
Currently, this voluntary
organisation has a long term
programme with this school,
"Handson Woodland Habitat".

Through this and other events
Fores Friends serves to heighten ' Awareness
of Wildlife and Biodiversity.

During this event, we celebrated the blooming
of crocus, narcissi that Forest Friends planted
during the Autumn in Santa Sabina asd.
Fintan's Secondary Schoah Sutton. This
projed, "Focus on Crocus" was launched by
the Rotary Clulof Dublin North as part of a
programme for the eradication of Polio
worldwide.

2) Report on the

Musicians for Biodiversity event

by Sophia SbaysF6rest Friendsntern) and
RitaWarde Forest Friendsolunteer)

Talk/exposition by John Haughton on
Biodiversity in the Fairview/Marino/Clontarf at
Interval in Music Venue on Forestfriends work

on Biodiversity in local schools and
communities. Person in charge: Dermot
Deering.

To reat out to members of local community
and the artistic community about the
importance of Biodiversity in their own area.
Forest Friends organised a concert on Tuesday,
24th May 2011, Jazz band (The Long Stone
Quartet - band of four saxophonists), in

Fairvew Dublin 3.
This concert is a
good way to get
people together
to increase
awareness about
environmental

issues. We all
enjoyed the music

and shared information about biodiversity
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